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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to application No. 10/81 5,255, filed on 
04/01/2004. 

2. Claims 1-21 are pending. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
4. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by 

Ellingson (U.S. Pat. No. 6,871,287). 

As per claims 1 , 2 and 6-21 Ellingson discloses a system/method for the 

identification and verification of a user, comprising: 

Receiving a personal identification number (PIN) and a social security number (SSN) of 
an individual (see., abstract, col 2, lines 35-55, specifically wherein said verification or 
authentication of a customer prior to obtaining access to such services or facilities 
typically relies essentially on the customer's knowledge of passwords or personal 
identification numbers (PINs), and social security (SSN); and 
Authenticating an identity of the individual when the received PIN and the received SSN 
correspond to a registered PIN and a registered SSN of the individual (see., abstract. 
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col 3, lines 46-67, col 4, lines 7-16, file database for identifying that match alphanumeric 
data input by a user according to a predetermined first set of criteria). 

As per claim 3 Ellingson discloses the claimed method wherein said the registration 
provider includes banks and savings and loan associations (see., col 1, lines 51-67, col 
2, lines 35-55). 

As per claim 4, Ellingson discloses the claimed method of registering the PIN of the 
individual with the SSN of the individual through a registration provided includes the 
step of: verifying an identity of the individual before providing the individual with access 
to a secure terminal for inputting the PIN and the SSN (see., abstract, lines 1-5, col 3, 
lines 46-67, col 4, lines 7-16). 

As per claim 5, Ellingson discloses the claimed method wherein said the identity of the 
individual is verified by an employee of the registration provider through examination of 
at least one of a drivers license, a password, a SSN card, a credit card and a birth 
certificate (see., col 2, lines 35-55). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
niatter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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6. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

For a claim to be a statutory under 35 U.S.C. 101 , the following two conditions must be 
met: 

1) The claimed invention must produce a "useful, concrete and tangible result" (In re 
Alappat, 31 USPQ2d 1545, 1558 (Fed. CIr 1994) and State Street v Signature Financial 
Group Inc., 47 USPQ2d 1596' 1601-02 (Fed. Cir. 1998); and 

2) The claimed invention must utilize technology in a non-trivial manner (Ex parte 
Bowman, 61 USPQ2d 1665, 1671 (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 2001). 

In the instant case, the bodies of the rejected claims do not recite any technology, e.g., 
computer or any other technology. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Pierre E. Elisca whose telephone number is 571 272 
6706. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 703 305-9769. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-fi-ee). 
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Primary Patent Examiner 
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